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CURRENT CAPITAL TOPICS.

Action of the House Committee on
Rules,

Proposed Enlargement of (he Leading Com
mittess—The Cave of Judge Hives Post.
poned—=The Wunaway Fooes ITn
dinns~A Neoossity for Their
Captore and Rotarn —¥1-
pancinl  Statistles,

The House Commities on Mnles,

The Honuse Committ 1 Hules met vestor-
day for the purpose of consldoring the proposi-
tons to Inarcase the membership of severnl of
the standing committeos and the appointment
of certiuin specinl committeos during the pres-
ent wession,

After discussivgg ths question it wos dedided
fo vecommend fo the Howse that the total
memborship of the fallowlng eommitiees bo
Increased from elevan (as at the lnst session of
of Cougress) to fifteen, namely; Eleetions,
Comnmoree, dud Arlenliure, Tt was also sgreod
fo recommend that the membemship of tho
Committees on Eorollod Dills auld Printiog be
fixed ab seven, The former committes during
the Forly-fifth Congress hal five membars and
tho latter three; also that the mombomhip of
e Committee on Coinago, Welghts, and Mena-
ures be inereased from seven to eleven.

The resolution heretofore hitvodoced In the
House by Mr, Cox, of New York, aud refirred
to the Committos on Rules, providing for the
appointmoent of specinl committecs—to wit, one
on the census, one on reforns lu the eivil ser-

ono on the stute of the law respecting the

rtalnment and declarntion of the resull of
election for President and Viee-Prsidont, and
ong on the yellow fover opidemic, with the
sama number of members, dutics, scopo, privi-
Jegos, and power ns those on similar salijects of
the last Congross—was sgrend to and will be ves
ported upon favorably to-dny.

It in probable that at the mecting of the
commitiee to-day it will agree to recot sl
an inorenss of the Committees on the Judicinry,
Ways and Means, nud Appropristions to ffteen
members cuch

The Viegluln Clvil Illgllln Case PMostponed.,
The case of thoe Btate of Vieginin ngainnst
Judge Rives, eutitled ex parte the Common-
wonlth of Virginia, in the United States Su-
preme Conrt, was on Monday m-t]\mucd to the
T4th of April, o motion of Villoughby,
tho Attornoy -General also desiving that course
1t had been set down for hearlng on the G1st,
Itrjul. couosel desired further tlme lor prepara
on,

R J—
The Ponca Indinns,

In relation to the Ponen Indians, n small
band of which, nnmbering about thirty, have,
wuder Standing Bear, left thelr reservation and
goue north, the Commissioner of Indian Af-
fnirs says Lhey woere orighnally removed to the
Quapaw agency in the Indian Territory, but
they became dissatisfled with this loeation, and
Inst summer thelr chiefs camo to Washington
aud got pormission Lo loeate whorever they saw
fitio the Territory, nnd that they selo
at the junction of Silt Fork mnd the At
Hivers, the best location fn the whole
tory, They have been seul o stedon saw-mill
and & shingleannchine ey have built
houses, nod everythiog has been done to mnko
them ecomfortable.  They huve been long
cuongh in the Pervitory Lo become acelimated,
and thelr own comilort pnd prospority requires
they hould stuy upon thoir tion, The
necossitios of the servico require that Standing
Bear and his party shall ba sent baek, for to
allow them to remain north would provoke
discontent sud canse trouble amang the north.
ern Indians in the Territory, who woald all
want to go north, and these Indinus wouald be.
canie tramps, - The logal provisions for theiy
wants can ouly be mude ab thelr ag

|k Clroulntion.
he Curredey reporls the

Nutloval ¥
Tlie Comptrollar «
nob fucrense of uationnl bink notes during the
mouth of March at $1,081,020, The Inercise
in Fobruary was $1,0G18,400; fn Janunry, §607,
5 in Decomber, $10,615; in November,
$H40,44), ‘ot Inerease for the last five
months, $1,008, 451, The Increase in the
amount of legal tender votes deposited for the
purpoese of retiving nationnl bank l||nl|ul1un
daring the same peviod was $3,153,500, Total
decrense of natlonnl bank circulution for the
four mouths previous to November 1, 15748, wus
$2.000509,  Total amount of mational bank
notes outstonding, exclusive of oational gold
banlks, April 1, 1870, $325.4 Lo Amount of
prtionnl gold bunk elrenlation, ..I,-llil {120,
There have béen twenty natlonal bunks or-
ginined since November 1, 1575, which was the
date of the tables contained in the Comptrol-
lor's lnat veport, with a capital of #1,720,000,
and  sioce the mume date twonly-six banks
have goue Into Hguidption, with s eapital of
$2.050,000, The pre I+in capital of the
national banks is S65, 953,362,

The Storm of Suniday Night.
The storm of Sunday night wis very
and it Is feared suwerous disastors to shipping
have ocenrreed on the coast,  The following re.
prorts wWere reivigd yosterday from the
stations by the Chiel Sigual OMiosr
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govérnthent therofore could not hesltate to
treat such correspondence in the manner in-
dieatwl, . To fellitate transmission (b 18 recom:-
mended that wafors be pwed instesd of seals,
md thnt no package exeood half an fnoh in
thickness, Monoy and other enclosures will
he provided, after disinfection, with uew en
velopes, Puckngen ars trented in the sme
muanner as Lhe baggage of traveler,

The Congressionnl Library Bill,

The Bl introducod yestordsy by Seoator
Voorheos “to provide sdditiona] mecommola-
tions for the Library of Colgress'™ lsn copy of
the measure which was reported by ths Come
mittec on the Library, under lostructions of
the Senate, last somsion, It provides authority
for n joint solsor eommittes of threo Senators
aml thiee Represontatives to employ three per-
song ol suitnble skill and sttainments “who, or
# majority of whom, shall, with the approval
of mid commiitee, carefully examine and con-
sider what practionble and benefleinl changea
e be made in tho Capital building for the
hetter mamodation of the Housea of Con-
gross and of the Congressional Libeary, haviog
in viow especially the veed of better ventilu-
tion, light, and exposure to the open mr of the
leglalntive halls, and the convenlones of eoni-
munication Inlwm-u them and butween them
wind the Library, nuil the need of groater spuce
wndd better arrange mont for tha Librury." The
plous wud estimates of eost are to he reportaed
to Congress nl tho next session, and for the
purpose of obtaining thein the bill provides an
uppropriation of $5,000,

Nominations,

The President sent the following nominations
to the Sennte yesterday @

United States Consuls—~Willlam L. Reroggs,
At Chin Kiang, snd Willlum E. Buarehnrd, at
Omon and Troxillo. Postinnstors—Bnoch F.
Pilsbory, at lﬂll-h‘[nllL Mooy David D, Grant,
Frankiin, Pa.; H. Desbrow, Atlantic, Towa,
anil Josoph A, Hrw.n Naghos, Iown. Miseel-
lnneons—Cieere Nowell, of Michigan, Indinn
ngent, Roscbud ngonoey, ll.uf-;ut:l: Spcond Licen-
tenant Josapl H, Dorst to bo first Hentenant
Fourth Cavalry 3 Second  Lieutenant O, C.
Hpmler to bo first Heotenant, hod Third
tenant Edwuud Dutlke to bo sarond Hentenant
in the Revonne Muarine Service. Naval Pro-
motions—Paymnster Edwin Stewart to be pay
inspector: Pased Assistant Payoinster J. B,
Redfiehl to be paymnster ; Asslstunt Paymaster
G, B Banghman to be prased assistunt 3 Calot
Enginesors I,

: k1o,
Greargo 8, Willets, W, Lat
ner, and Albort DeRula, of Pe
J. Waorlhington, of Marsinnd ; W, B, Bogms, of
District of Colnmbia ; U. H, Babbitt and F. 11,
Eldridgoe, of Ohio, nnd W, N, Little, of tfoorgia,
to Fe nssistant enginems ; Harry Smith Craven,
of Colarndo, to be n engineer in the navy.
Marine Corps—Lic ant-Colonel James H,
Jones to o colimel, \!Juur J, L, Browne to be
lientennnt-colonel, Capiain CGleovge H, Butler
to be mojor, First Liouteoant H, €, Cochrane
to bo eaptain, and Second Lientenunt David
Whipple to be first lientenant,

Now
1, €. G, Cleck-
sy iviiia g W.

gdorfY, of Jorsey ¢

The Weather In Mareh,

The meteorological summary of the Signal
Bureaw for the mahth of March shows the
highest tomperature during the month on the
1000, when it wits 757  lowest, 1at, 217 wonth-
Iy mnge, 54 ; greatest daily vange on the 10th,
W6 least daily rango, 5% on the 220, Frosts
on the 1st, oth, 20th, aud 206th. There were
L4 Inehes rainfull daring the month, maluly
o the 24 snd 224, although rain fell o nine-
teci duys duving the month, The mean ton-
perature for the month was 4408, which is 7.
Bigher than in 1572 and 55 lower than i
1875, which aee the extremes for the present
decwle, The puinfull was loss thun the
month in any yoear sinee 1570, and
Inckcs less than in 1871,

e
4,18

Sudden Hiness of M. Johin B, Froneh,

Yesterday  alternoon, us  ex-Sergeint-nt-
At J. . Freneh was possing through
of the Sevate cloak-rooms ho fell to the
apparentls Considernble
vitemwent wus caused by the alfiie nbout the
Cupitol, but under the treéntmuent of Dy, Ford
Mr. Freneh vrecovered snfliciently to bg tuken
to his residence, No, 1420 Pennsylvaniaavenne
His fuwmily physicinn, Dy,

one
oot

in convalsions, (G

worthwest, nxtar,
wils sont for, and prescribed suitable

At a late hour last vight the patient was
ing quietly, Dr, Baxtor stited that the o

of (llness wis nervous prostration by
nbont by the arduous labovs of the past woeek
and thut thero were no -yulpluuu of upop lu.\

A Ill.\hh-ll ('u rt.

In conseqnevce of the Hloess of Judge Huni
there are now only cight jodges on the Su-
preme Court bonely, and tho court s linblo w
any tie to be divided Inopinion on guestions
before i, which nocessarily aflicms the jude-
went bronght up for review, a8 no order -
fecting it can be entered here, where hall' the
court would afirm and balf reverse it, ‘This
statement Is wade beeanse many do not un-
derstand tho menni " tho piivase “aMemed
by udivided court,” so often seen In reports
of eonrt proocedings. Threa cases weoro yes-
terdny allinmed in this wuy,

.

—_——
The Walluce Committoe,

The subeommittee of the Wallaos investi.
gating comsmittoe having returnod from Philne
wilelphin It was expoeted that a session of the
eomsmittes would be held here yesterday, hut
owlug ton wisunderstanding nmong the men-
bers of the cotim i to whether the
Ing wdjourned theve wore but two o
| Benntors presoul Tlhie meeting was thepofore

wiljouroed until Lhis movning,
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THE POLK- HARRISON ROW.

The Ex-Donrkeeper Severe on the
Congressman,

Harrison's Attempt at an Explanation He-
Mated —~The Reoords of His Comnittes
Against Wim=I11is Assortions Not
His Late Col-

lengues—The Siatem
of Mp, K

tpported Ly

damos,

Demvocratio Disngrecnienl«,

The vontest batwaen Calonel Polk, Inte Daop:
keopor of the House, and Carter Hurrison, late
tember
fox. Munyor of Chlengo, waxes hot,
recently published n statemeont in the Clileago
Tisiew, T whileh ho eloima that sfter the Con-
mittoe ouw Meform in the Civil Serviee il dise

allownd the eluinie in question, uuder (hearlg- i

fual appropriation of 25,000, which was

to pay thowe moployed by Calonel Polk,
other.clndmanty, who were subsegiently
i

Lha
il
wont to the Approprintion Co 0 il ot
in the smondment nppropriati JRHD pope
to pay those who woere um-inu-(l under the

ntat-Arms amd Me, Flell, olk's sue-

Colonel Pollk says thia
1o on Its fuee, but it wos the best Havrism
could do, Ho saya Marrison may decniva the
nativea of Chiongo, but he cannot fool the
grand Jury or the jeourt of the Distriot of Co-
Tembing that Whe ovidonce againse lim is Treos
Mtable. Tho peaaliy for the oflsuse, i proven,
is not Joss than one yerte nor more than fve
Fours' lmprisonmoent at bard labor.  Colonel
Polk forwanded to ¢! Ilh g0 lnst night o fMl) pols
utation of Harrlson's stitement, and elinohod
It with eopies of the reeonds of I||| nitte
If Harrison i beaton mayor aml niliét
hesides Lo will remember the day he woke up
Polk,

C

shatament stamps the

nel Polk saya that e wrota to Haviison
after ho returned home, asking why cortiin
nesonnts wore not andited, and that Haveison
wrote n reply, explaining that 1hey wera not
amdited, beeanss Lie conld not secure the ot
tention of Mre, Garth to the matter.  The day
that Hurrlson wos unnble to eocnre Gartl's
attention to o matler of Lhe same chinrioler
wis Lo snme on which Huarrison approved
thesa allegeld feandulont accounts,  The miu-
utes of tho meotings of the connoittoo show
Lhisk at the Last mecting the elork of the comes
mittes wina dirceled by o mnjority vole to
arnge from the rolls the ndmes of the men
whose olaims were disallowed and who were
aflterward pald by Harrlson's directions,  Ti
Harrison's  staloment  with  mferenre to
Garth's finnl nygre nt to allow these men to
be puid §s teue it does not alter Wis position
in the matter, but morely wakes another
Demderal equally colpable with bim in ap-
proving frandulent pay-rolls.

Judge James stntes that Harrdson, Gearth,
awd himsell examioed the watlor separately
nwnd withoot confurence, and ench camea Lo liis
own individual conclusions.  When tho three
miet to cotpare notes (6 was found that Harel
son was in fuvor of paying all the wen, hut
Giar e and hiwself ageeed severnd showld not
b pald.  Horvison ueged their oluims very
strangly upon hix fellowsmembems, bt they
were decididly of the apinion that the men
wire entitled to no pay, and so deeided agninst
Harrison's protest.  The money aviilable was
not safliclent o pay all the accounts allowed,
o 2200 mare, or %0 wineh thereol ns was neces-
Eary, wis upproprintod,

Juldge Jumes sava Harrlson's explanation s
the fist informntion he hag ever recelved that
Giarth ehoanged bismind aud consented to their
pwiyment, The ¢ s of the committee do
not shiow wuy ¢ new  of this change on
Giarth's part such as Warrison olalms, Wit show
tho contrary,  Judge Juoes says it was oot i
questiou of the smount of woney avidlable ;
that paviment  wnd not riefosed oo thot
nedount, but  becpuse the men were unot
entitled to anything. I Gavth chooged his
miod, ns Harrison pssorts, amd he aml
sow et stbseqguentlyand allowel Lhie detounts,
Judgo James thioks that he  abonld huve
been notitled tostteml the meetiog, which he
wis pot, 10 Haredison nod Ciarth met, (0 was
without hin koowledge, and the megting was
Informal ; if they ap ||r-r\lll theso Bl g
rison wsaorts, their action was wrong, and pub-
lie money was puid to men who were not enti=
tled to it, Dot the records of the committoe
sliow no sueh meeting and no meb action ws
Harrison represents, an, Huarelson wos
vhalrman of the committee, hie bl o wpprove
the records,

Clartli is not hiere, 1Mo was not re-elected to
Cong and wont back to Alabamn ut the
clogo of the last sesslon, so his statements can-
ot bo obtalned,
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